
   

Soy Wood Adhesives Help Homeowners Breathe Easy
By Chris Krull

When thinking about doing home 
construction, most contractors 
or weekend home improvement 
warriors probably give little thought to 
soybeans or formaldehyde. However, 
both can be used in the technologies 
that hold together the interiors of 
many homes in the United States. 

 “PureBond™ is a soy-based resin 
technology that’s now found in 

interior hardwood plywood, which 
is used to make cabinetry and 
flooring,” says Todd Vogelsinger with 
the North Carolina-based company 
Columbia Forest Products (CFP), 
the manufacturer of PureBond 
hardwood plywood. “PureBond 
uses soy to replace formaldehyde 
and other products found in 
older-generation adhesives.”

Interior wood glue (used in floors, 
furniture and shelving) often contains  
 
 

urea formaldehyde, which the 
International Agency for Research 
on Cancer recently identified as 
a “known human carcinogen.” In 
cases of prolonged exposure, urea 
formaldehyde has been linked to 
leukemia and some other forms of 
cancer. In fact, according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
often the air inside a home can 
be more polluted than the air on 

the outside. 

“Farmers should not just 
care about PureBond 
because it uses the 
product they produce,” 
says Vogelsinger. 

“Farmers, like everyone 
else, have homes and 
families, and improving 
air quality in homes is 
something everyone 
can get behind.”

 “As a soybean farmer, I encourage 
all farmers to look for soy-based 
alternatives to products,” says Bob 
Haselwood, Kansas farmer and 
chair of the United Soybean Board’s 
New Uses Committee. “Utilizing our 
product is the best way to promote 
it. Each new product being used 
means new demand, added value 
and increases to our bottom line.”

PureBond replaces formaldehyde 
with soy flour while maintaining 
superb adhesion qualities. 

 “Soy is sustainable, obviously, but 
it also delivers great adhesive and 
moisture-resistant characteristics,” 
says Vogelsinger. “And now it is 
available at 2,300 Home Depot stores 
across the United States and Canada.”

Using soy adhesives in wood 
construction represents a new 
way to “go green” that’s catching 
on. CFP has produced 40 
million wood panels to date. 

If you’re not a do-it-yourselfer, find a 
list of cabinet manufacturers that use 
PureBond on the PureBond Fabricator 
Network section of the website at 
www.ColumbiaForestProducts.com. 
For more information on new uses 
for soy, visit www.soynewuses.org.

Calendar 

of Events

Meet with soybean checkoff farmer-leaders and learn more about checkoff activities 
at the following industry events:

March 13-15

National Farmers Union 
Convention  
San Antonio 
www.nfu.org 

May 2-4

National Association 
of Farm Broadcasting 
Washington Watch 
Washington, D.C. 
www.nafb.com 

May 9-10

Center for Food Integrity 
National Strategy 
Conference 
Oakbrook, Ill.

Visit www.unitedsoybean.org for a full list of upcoming events.

B E A N  p R O g R E S S

This soy-based, formaldehyde-free 
adhesive technology came about 
due to research supported by the 
United Soybean Board (USB) and 
the soybean checkoff at Oregon 
State University. With help from your 
checkoff dollars, 32 soy product 
introductions took place in 2010.

CHECkOFF CONNECTION
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Better Crop Protection Now  
Stems from Soy

Many farmers may not be aware 
that some adjuvants on the 
market today use soy technology 
to enhance effectiveness.

“Whether it’s a fungicide, herbicide 
or pesticide, adjuvants enable crop 
protection products to perform better,” 
says Del Cahill, platform director for 
Archer Daniels Midland Company 
(ADM). “Adjuvants keep the droplet 
size within an ideal range so the 
products stick to plants just enough 
that they coat and penetrate the leaves 
to achieve maximum effectiveness.”

According to Cahill, adjuvants that 
include soy ingredients also help 
mitigate drifting when crop protection 
products are sprayed, keeping more 
of the product where it is needed.

Soybean derivatives can play a key 
role in adjuvant systems by increasing 
effectiveness and helping the active 
ingredient penetrate a plant’s protective 
waxy cuticle without damaging the 
plant. Using a soy derivative as an 
ingredient also adds a renewable 
component. “Soy-derived surfactants 
replace the petrochemical surfactants 
and potentially other petrochemical 
additives that have been used in 
adjuvant systems in the past,” says 
Cahill. “The use of soy in adjuvants 
really completes the circle for farmers. 
They use a product they produce and, 
in the end, get more value out of their 
crops due to new uses like this.”

Prolec™, a brand of adjuvant patented 
by ADM and marketed by Brandt 
Consolidated, Inc., represents just  
one example of an adjuvant using soy 
in the system that’s available on the 
market today. 

“Prolec offers farmers a one-stop shop 
in adjuvants,” says Cahill. “By using 
advanced formulations, including soy 
technology, Prolec offers acidification, 

penetration, wetting, spreading and drift 
control. Prolec allows farmers to use 
just one adjuvant when mixing before 
spraying. In the past, farmers may 
have had to purchase several adjuvant 
products of different functionalities 
to get maximum effectiveness.”

Numerous choices in soy adjuvant 
products exist, and many can be found 
online on the United Soybean Board’s 
Soy Products Guide located on  
www.soynewuses.org. 
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Soy’s use in crop protection contributes to the 
growing applications for soy technology. In fact, 
industrial use of U.S. soy has increased 50 per-
cent since 2006.

By Chris Krull

Meet with soybean checkoff  
farmer-leaders and learn more  
about checkoff activities at the 
following industry events:

January 7 
Tri-State Soybean Forum 
Dumas, Ark.

January 8-10 
Ag Connect 2011 Expo 
Atlanta 
www.agconnect.com

January 9-12 
American Farm Bureau  
Annual Meeting 
Atlanta 
www.fb.org

January 11-13 
Topeka Farm Show 
Topeka, Kan. 
www.tradexpos.com/topeka/

January 28 
Indiana Livestock, Forage  
& Grain Forum 
Indianapolis

February 2-4 
Southern Farm Show 
Raleigh, N.C. 
www.southernshows.com

February 6-9 
Biodiesel Conference and Expo 
Phoenix 
www.biodiesel.org

February 15-18 
United Soybean Board  
Winter Meeting 
Tampa, Fla.

February 16-19 
National Farm Machinery Show & 
Tractor Pulls 
Louisville, Ky. 
www.farmmachineryshow.org

March 3-5 
Commodity Classic 
Tampa, Fla. 
www.commodityclassic.com

Visit www.unitedsoybean.org  
for a full list of upcoming events.

Adjuvants on the market today use soy technology to 
enhance effectiveness.

CHECKOFF
Connection

The checkoff funds 
research focused on 
creating new uses for 
your soybeans. More 
than 1 billion pounds 
of soybean oil will go 
to industrial uses, such 
as adjuvants, this year.

Calendar 

of Events
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From Our Fields to Theirs

As you sit down to watch your favorite 
sports teams this year, know that as 
a soybean farmer you may be playing 
an integral part in the game. That’s 
because soy-based turf backing can be 
found on many sports fields across the 
country incorporated into AstroTurf®.

“All of the backing AstroTurf uses 
comes from Universal Textile 
Technologies (UTT) in Dalton, Ga.,” 
says Andy Belles with AstroTurf. “We 
pride ourselves on using a product 
that’s not only manufactured in the 

as opposed to using petrochemicals 
from overseas.”

Odds are you’ve watched some 
sporting events that took place on 
fields using this soy technology. 

Duke University and Wichita State 
University represent just a few of 
the colleges and professional sports 
teams that play on fields using the 
soybeans grown in your fields. 

“Soy backing is one of the most 
popular backings used for turf,” says 
Belles. “Right now, we have projects 
at Stanford University as well as 
eight fields being installed at West 
Texas A&M.”

The use of soy in backing isn’t just 
about using less petrochemicals, 
the backing also offers performance 
advantages.

“The soy backing is a better product,” 
says Belles. “It’s durable, safer 
to work with than petrochemical 

products and much more fire 
retardant. Stadiums and other 
parks and recreation facilities 
that use the soy backing can also 

Environmental Design points.”

Soy polymers, like the ones 
used in turf backing to replace 
petrochemicals, represent one 
large potential market for soybeans. 
This year, all of the industrial uses 
for soybeans will use between an 

pounds of soybean oil, or the oil from 

For more information on soy products, 
visit the online Soy Products Guide 
housed on www.soynewuses.org. 
To learn more about AstroTurf and 
to see more sports teams that use 
AstroTurf soy backing, visit  
www.astroturfusa.com. 

From high school to the professional 

use soy-based turf backing under-

neath AstroTurf because of the 

environmental and performance 

By Chris Krull

Meet with soybean checkoff  
farmer-leaders and learn more  
about checkoff activities at the 
following industry events:

June 24-27 
NTPA Grand National Tractor Pull 
Tomah, Wis. 
www.tomahtractorpull.com
July 9-10 
NTPA Tractor Pull, Featuring the 
Light Pro Stock Class Powered  
by Biodiesel 
Arcola, Ind. 
www.arcolapull.com
July 11–15 
National Association of County  
Ag Agents Annual Meeting 
Tulsa, Okla. 

July 24–28 
Ag Media Summit 
St. Paul, Minn. 
www.agmediasummit.com
July 30-31 
NTPA Grand National Tractor Pull, 
Featuring the Light Pro Stock 
Class Powered by Biodiesel 
Fort Recovery, Ohio 
www.fortpull.com
August 3-5 
FarmFest 
Redwood County, Minn. 
www.farmshows.com/ffst/index.po
August 5 
Virginia Ag Expo 
Westmoreland County, Va. 
August 13-14 
NTPA Grand National Tractor Pull 
Saluda, S.C. 
www.saludayoungfarmer.org/tractor_
pull/main.php
August 16-18 
Illinois State Fair  
Springfield, Ill. 
www.agr.state.il.us/isf/
August 17-19 
Ag Progress Days 
State College, Pa. 
www.agsci.psu.edu/apd
August 27-28 
NTPA Grand National Tractor Pull 
Jefferson City, Mo.
Visit www.unitedsoybean.org  
for a full list of upcoming events. 

Soy-based turf backing finds its way into AstroTurf® fields 
across the country.

CHECKOFF
Connection

Your soybean checkoff provided 
funding to UTT to aid in the 
development of the soy-based 
backing used in Astroturf. New soy 
products like this one mean more 
demand for U.S. soybeans.
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Soy Carpet  
Backing Goes 
Residential

So you think once you get inside your 
house you’re away from your soybeans? 
Think again. Soy can play a part in 
your home as well. Soy-based carpet 
backing has been used in commercial 
applications for several years, but late last 
year soy carpet backing came home.  

Home™ carpet backing nationwide,” says 
Doug Giles of the Dalton, Ga.-based 
Universal Textile Technologies where the 
soy carpet backing technology originated. 
“We have received tremendous support 
from the United Soybean Board 
throughout the years. The newest 
development being soy carpet backing 
for residential purposes.”

This new backing doesn’t only 

everyone, because the soy replaces 
what once was petrochemicals, thus 
reducing volatile organic chemicals 
and America’s use of foreign oil. 

says Giles. “With this new offering, 
soybean farmers and every American 
can take advantage of a superior U.S. 
product that supports our economy.”

Besides replacing petrochemicals, the 
soy-based backing performs as well or 
better than traditional counterparts.

“The soy technology in the backing 
system will not degrade when exposed 

to moisture,” says Giles. “The product 
will perform in any environment, 
including one with pets, that creates 
the need for frequent cleaning.”

Dalton, Ga.-based Southwind  
Carpet, an American carpet industry 
veteran, currently carries the line of 
soy-based carpet. 

“Southwind selected this backing due to 
its high quality and because it supports 
American soybean farmers, all while 
helping to protect the environment,” says 
Dan Haglund with Southwind Carpet 
Mills/Cherokee Carpet Industries. “This 
is something everyone can ask for when 
buying carpet.”

To find a dealer near you, go  
to the Environment section of  
www.southwindcarpet.com and key in 

It’s not just carpet backing that uses 
 

soy products can be viewed on the 
Soy Products Guide located on  
www.soynewuses.org. All these 

industrial uses for soybeans will use 

 
 

Soy-based backing offers a renewable carpet 
choice to families all across the country.

By Chris Krull

CHECKOFF
Connection

Meet with soybean checkoff  
farmer-leaders and learn more 
about checkoff activities at the 
following industry events:

March 4–6, 2010 
Commodity Classic  
Anaheim, Calif. 
www.commodityclassic.com

March 14–16, 2010 
National Farmers Union 
Convention – Rapid City, S.D. 
www.nfu.org

May 3–5, 2010 
National Association of Farm 
Broadcasting Washington  
Watch – Washington, D.C. 
www.nafb.com

June 24–26, 2010 
Agriculture in the Classroom 
National Conference 
Baltimore, Md. 
www.agclassroom.org

July 11–15, 2010 
National Association of County  
Ag Agents (NACAA) Annual 
Meeting – Tulsa, Okla. 
www.nacaa.com

July 24–28, 2010 
Ag Media Summit  
St. Paul, Minn. 
www.agmediasummit.com

Visit www.unitedsoybean.org  
for a full list of upcoming events. 

Soy carpet backing’s move 
into the residential sphere has 
farmers across the country 
reaping the benefits

The soybean checkoff, through your investment, funds the 
development of new technology that leads to soy products 
such as soy-based carpet backing. Every year, new product 
introductions take place as a result of U.S. soybean farmers.  
In fact, over 120 product introductions took place in the last  
five years alone.



Bean Progress 
Soy Stocking Stuffers

Some say it is better to give than to receive; 
however, as a soybean farmer you can do 
both – at the same time! Giving a soy-based 
product as a gift not only gives you a warm, 
fuzzy holiday feeling but also a good feeling 
in your back pocket because you’re helping 
promote the product you produce. 

Soy candles can be a simple soy gift idea 
and can be found in stores everywhere. 
Many candle manufacturers replace the 
petroleum byproduct paraffin for the 
benefits of using soybean oil wax.

“Paraffin is becoming less available, 
causing soy to become an attractive 
substitute,” says Del Craig, executive vice 
president at Elevance Renewable Sciences. 
“Over 1 billion pounds of wax is used to 
manufacture candles for sale in the United 

is soy, but demand continues to grow.”

“We use soy wax because it is renewable, 
environmentally friendly and made in 
America,” says Sam Schwartz of Star Candle 
Company, LLC, a purchaser of Elevance’s 
soy wax. “The characteristics of soy are more 
consistent from batch to batch than paraffin 
scale waxes. It helps us manufacture candles 
that look great and are cleaner burning than 
traditional paraffin candles.”

It may not seem like burning soy candles uses 
much soybean oil, but every bean counts.

“We produce a million candles a week,” 
says Schwartz. “We also purchase millions 
of pounds of soy wax a year.”

Soy candles are just one idea from the soy 
gift basket. Other practical gifts include hair 
care products and skin lotions made with 
soybean oil. If you’re looking for tasty and 

healthy stocking stuffers, look for soynuts or 
edamame at your local grocery store.

These products demonstrate how new uses 
for soy continue to grow. In fact, industry 

oil from nearly 120 million bushels of U.S. 
soybeans, could be used for industrial uses 
by 2010. That’s up from 80 million bushels 
used in 2008.

“With the help of funding provided through 
the United Soybean Board, Elevance is 
working on improving the functionality of 
soybean waxes so it can be used in even 
more products, and at higher formulations,” 
says Craig.

To see a listing of many of the soy products 
available, including candles and personal 
care products, visit the Soy Products Guide 
at www.soynewuses.org. 

uses and make great gift ideas.

list can help raise the value of your soybeans 
and can increase your bottom line.

 
visit the online Soy Products Guide at  
www.soynewuses.org.

By Chris Krull

CHECKOFF
Connection

Meet with the soybean checkoff 
farmer-leaders and learn more 
about checkoff activities at the 
following:

Dec. 9-11, 2009 
Rust Symposium – New Orleans, LA 
www.apsnet.org/online/sbr/

Dec. 10, 2009 
Ag Outlook – Sioux Falls, SD 
www.sdsoybean.org

Jan. 5-7, 2010 
Topeka Farm Show – Topeka, KS 
www.tradexpos.com/topeka/

Jan. 8, 2010  
Tri-State Soybean Forum 
Stoneville, MS

Jan. 10-13, 2010 
American Farm Bureau  
Annual Meeting – Seattle, WA 
www.fb.org

Jan. 15, 2010 
Indiana Livestock, Forage  
& Grain Forum – Indianapolis, IN 
www.indianasoybean.com/

Jan. 21, 2010 
Delaware Ag Week–Soybean Day 
Harrington, DE 
www.rec.udel.edu/AgWeek/home.htm

Feb. 3-5, 2010 
Southern Farm Show – Raleigh, NC 
www.southernshows.com 

Feb. 10-13, 2010 
National Farm Machinery Show 
Louisville, KY 
www.farmmachineryshow.org

Feb. 16-19, 200 
United Soybean Board Meeting
Birmingham, AL 
www.unitedsoybean.org/calendar
  
Feb. 19-21, 2010
Western Farm Show 
Kansas City, MO 
www.westernfarmshow.com 

Feb. 25-27, 2010
New York Farm Show
Syracuse, NY 
www.newyorkfarmshow.com

March 4-6, 2010
Commodity Classic – Anaheim, CA
www.commodityclassic.com

Visit www.unitedsoybean.org for a  
full list of upcoming events. 

The soybean checkoff funds research to develop new uses 
for your soybeans. This year, over 20 soy-based products 
have been introduced thanks to checkoff support.
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Soybean Farmers Help Feed the World

By Chris Krull

Coming Events
Meet with soybean checkoff 
farmer-leaders and learn 
more about checkoff 
activities at the following:

September 1–3, 2009  
Farm Progress Show 
Decatur, Ill.

September 10 & 12, 2009   
National Tractor Pullers 
Association Grand  
National Tractor Pull 
Sandwich, Ill.

September 15–17, 2009  
Big Iron Farm Show 
West Fargo, N.D.

September 15–17, 2009  
Husker Harvest Days 
Grand Island, Neb.

September 20–24, 2009  
National Association of 
County Ag Agents (NACAA) 
Annual Meeting 
Portland, Ore.

September 22–24, 2009  
Ohio Farm Science Review 
London, Ohio

December 3–4, 2009  
USB Annual Meeting 
St. Louis, Mo.

Visit www.unitedsoybean.org 
for a full list of upcoming events. 

Soybean farmers are heroes. Soybeans 
help feed the world, and the world’s 
population continues to skyrocket. The U.S. 
Census Bureau expects world population 

Finding new ways to keep people fed 
remains as important as ever.

As a way to highlight soys role in the world 
food equation, the checkoff has teamed up 
with the World Food Prize, an organization 
devoted to addressing world hunger to meet 
the current and growing global population.

“We have to remember that we’ve got this 
population crisis building,” said Norman Borlaug, 
Ph.D., World Food Prize creator. “In the early 

having to do with unemployment were really 
aimed at getting a lot of young people into 
schools and preparing them for changes that 

opportunities, and they exist now.”

That’s advice coming from a real life  
hero – it’s estimated that Borlaug’s discoveries 
in crop improvement technology saved 
hundreds of millions of lives worldwide 
according to the World Food Prize. 

The partnership between World Food 
Prize and the checkoff comes naturally as 
World Food Prize programs have highlighted 
technology, which aligns with the checkoff’s 

work to promote biotechnology adoption 
worldwide. Through this partnership, an 
educational wing in the World Food Prize Hall 
of Laureates will feature a module with Dr. 
Borlaug stressing the important role of biotech 
in increasing production of U.S. soybeans and 
thus feeding the world.

“Having grower organizations become 
involved is a very gratifying thing,” said   
Borlaug of the checkoff/World Food  
Prize partnership. 

By Lisa Cassady

That’s why it’s important that our country’s transportation infrastructure is up to the task. 

fewer alternatives to farmers. 
 

the year before due, in part, to outdated and inefficient locks and dams. 
For more information, visit www.soytransportation.org.
Source: USB Transportation Initiative/Soy Transportation Coalition

Soy Facts at a Glance
Your soybean crop’s value is directly linked to the cost of  
transporting it to your customers here at home and overseas.

Checkoff co-sponsors World Food Prize to show  
worldwide importance of soy and biotechnology.

CHECKOFF
Connection

Your soybean 
checkoff works 
to improve the 
quality, quantity 
and availability of 
soy protein and oil 
in order to make 
U.S. soy a solution 
to world hunger.

Norman Borlaug, 95, won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1970 
for his agricultural research. Today, he resides in Texas.
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Need a soy-based boost to get your 
spring cleaning finished? Soy-based 
cleaners can help you clean up in the 
house and around the farm. Using soy-
based cleaners and other industrial 
products can also increase demand for 
the soybeans you produce.

Increased environmental awareness has 
made environmentally friendly cleaners 
more popular. The 2009 Soy Products 
Guide contains 96 soy-based cleaners 
in its “Cleaning Products” section. 
Manufacturers design these cleaners for 
all kinds of cleaning jobs, from removing 
gum to maintaining engines.

“Farmers can use soy-based parts 
washing fluids to wash and degrease 
moving parts in their equipment,” says 
Karen Fear, USB director and Montpelier, 

Ind., soybean farmer. “Anyone can use  
soy-based cleaners, and by doing so they 
are reducing our country’s dependence 
on petrochemicals – so every  
drop counts.” 

To see many of the products that 
contain your soybeans, including 
soy-based cleaners you can use, 
visit the online 2009 Soy Products 
Guide at www.soynewuses.org.

By Chris Krull

Spring Clean Green   

As a result of the 
soybean checkoff, 
28 new soy-based 
products hit the 
market last year, 
creating more 
uses for your 
soybeans.

CHECKOFF
Connection

The USB/soybean checkoff asked U.S. soybean 
farmers if research on new uses funded by the 
soybean checkoff program has helped to develop any 
new uses for soybeans. The question, which was posed 
in a survey conducted earlier this year, found that 86 
percent of U.S. soybean farmers believe the checkoff 
has helped find new uses for U.S. soy.

“The main thing we are doing differently this year is switching to conventional 
soybeans. We are hoping to receive as much as a $2-per-bushel premium over 
biotech soybeans. We will continue to use marketing tools like ProFarmer, as 
well as forward contracting, futures markets and basis contracting to sell our 
soybeans as we have in the past.”  
 ~Dennis Haigwood, Newport, Ark., soybean farmer

“I follow the markets on DTN, and I also have a service through which I get a text 
message on my phone three times a day with the updated market prices. It is 
very useful because you get the information right to your phone. I have gotten a 
couple other farmers in my area to start using it because I like it so much. We are 
marketing all the time.” 
 ~ Mark Wilson, Smyrna, Del., soybean farmer

“We are switching some acres over to non-biotech soybeans because we can 
get better prices. Non-biotech soybeans can get upward of $2-$3 over the 
price on the Chicago Board of Trade. Switching over is also going to help our 
profitability because we can reduce our input costs for seed.  Even with the 
chance of some yield drag, we will see a net gain in value per acre in the end.”   
 ~Jason Martodam, Mylo, N.D., soybean farmer
Views and opinions expressed in the Fencepost section do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the United 
Soybean Board/soybean checkoff, its farmer-leaders or any and/or all of its contractors.

Are you doing anything differently  
to market your 2009 soybean crop?

Soy-based products help you clean up 
at home and at the elevator



Y ou may have read or heard 
about many new uses for soy, 

from surfboards to roof coatings. Ever 
wonder how all of those ideas for new 
soy products begin? 

Many of them became reality with 
checkoff funds that help researchers to 
investigate how they can include soy 
into new or existing products.

 “Checkoff support was crucial 
in helping us become one of the 
leading groups in the world in the 
development of soybean oil for 
industrial applications,” says Zoran 
Petrovic, Ph.D., researcher at the 
Kansas Polymer Research Center at 
Pittsburg State University. “Polyols 
used to make foam products for 

applications such as automotive, 
residential and nonresidential building 
insulation; furniture and bedding; 
and many other uses developed using 
checkoff funding have won national 
awards and are now being used in 
everyday products.”

Pittsburg State University licensed 
the polyol technology, developed 
thanks in part to checkoff-funded 
research, to Cargill, and the polyol 
technology is now being marketed by 
Cargill under the BiOH trademark. 
BiOH polyols can be found in foams 
used in sofas and other furniture.  
For more information on BiOH,  
visit www.BiOH.org. 

 ast year, U.S. soy exports set another 
all-time record. For 2008, the U.S. 

exported more than 1.5 billion bushels  
of soy, at a value of more than $12 billion. 
 “Soybean farmers experienced another 
record-setting year of soybean exports thanks 
in part to checkoff-funded global marketing 
efforts throughout the year,” says Jim Call, 
soybean farmer from Madison, Minnesota. 
“One such effort happened this summer 
when the Chinese buying team came to the 
United States and signed the single largest 
day of purchasing commitment in history 
totaling $4.5 billion dollars,” says Call, who 
was elected to the United Soybean Board 
(USB) Executive Committee last year and 
now serves as its international marketing 
program chair. “Programs like this make sure 
overseas customers prefer U.S. soy.” 
 

U.S. soybean farmers helped ship out more 
than 1.1 billion bushels of whole soybeans. 
Also, U.S. soybean meal exports increased 
11 percent from last year and totaled the 

oil weighed in at nearly 1.1 million metric 
tons with a whopping increase of 68 percent 
from last year’s numbers.
 Five countries dominated the U.S.  
soybean export market, importing 828 
million bushels combined in 2008. These 
countries include China, Mexico, Japan, 
Taiwan and Germany. 

By Lisa Cassady
lcassady@unitedsoybean.org

By Keith Warden 
kwarden@unitedsoybean.org

Market uses help boost demand for U.S. soybeans, but they also increase the demand for new 
U.S. soybean varieties to meet those needs. 

gallons in 2008, which helps to maintain demand for soybean oil as the preferred feedstock 
for biodiesel.

the size of the human genome. With the recent release of the sequenced soybean genome, 
new soybean varieties that can better withstand pests, disease, drought and other stresses 
could be made available more quickly.

growth potential, with oil from as many as 45 million bushels of soybeans used for polyol 
production by 2010. 

By Chris Krull 
ckrull@unitedsoybean.org

HOW THE CHECKOFF FUNDS 
NEW USES RESEARCH

CHINESE $4.5 BILLION SINGLE-DAY  
PURCHASE HIGHLIGHTS ANOTHER  
RECORD-SETTING YEAR

8Beyond the Bean 

Compiled by Lisa Scramlin
lscramlin@unitedsoybean.org 

Checkoff 
international 
marketing efforts 
help to maintain 
worldwide 
preference for  
U.S. soy.CHECKOFF

Connection

Around the World with   

“The main thing is shopping around for inputs and looking for the best deal, 
more than we have in the past, as far as seed, fertilizer and chemicals. Another 
difference, production-wise, this year is that we will also be using more chicken 
litter this fall because it is cheaper than regular fertilizer. We are also going to be 
buying more equipment because it is dif!cult to !nd part-time labor. Adding new 
equipment is one way to help us get more work done with fewer people.”  
 ~Dennis Clark, Sedalia, Ky., soybean farmer

“This year we are going to be using less fertilizer. We will be re-evaluating our 
herbicide program and planning to plant more Roundup Ready beans and LibertyLink 
corn. Doing this rotation will lower our chances of Roundup-resistant weeds.”  
 ~Doug Hanson, Elk Point, S.D., soybean farmer

“Last year I planted more corn, but this year I am going back to more of a 50/50 
rotation. We are also going to be planting more conventional beans on some of 
the land because of the expense of the biotech seeds. By doing this we can avoid 
having to pay the tech fee. We can also save some of the conventional seed for next 
year if we have to, which is also a plus.”   
 ~Sid Richardson, Willards, Md., soybean farmer

F POST

In terms of production, what will you  
do differently in 2009?

Soy Facts at a Glance

Your soybean 
checkoff provides 
seed money for 
research into new 
uses for soy that 
helps increase 
demand for your 
soybeans.

CHECKOFF
Connection

Coming EventsComing Events

Meet with soybean checkoff 
farmer-leaders and learn 
more about checkoff 
activities at the following:

March 6-7, 2009  
Maryland Cattle  
Industry Convention  
Hagerstown, Md.

March 9-10, 2009   
National Farmers Union 
Convention & Trade Show 
Washington, D.C.

June 15-17, 2009 
National Biodiesel  
Board Meeting 
Washington, D.C.

June 19-22, 2009 
National Pork  
Industry Conference  
Lake of the Ozarks, Mo.

June 22-24, 2009  
United Soybean  
Board Meeting 
Dearborn, Mich.

July 21-23, 2009
Michigan State  
University Ag Expo  
East Lansing, Mich.

Visit www.unitedsoybean.org for 
a full list of upcoming events. 

1. China 490 million bushels #1 export customer.
2. Mexico 131 million bushels Soybean meal market is 

a large driver of U.S. soy 
exports.

3. Japan 99 million bushels The U.S. has had a 51- 
year history of being  
a primary supplier  
of soybeans.

4. Taiwan 63 million bushels 75 percent of U.S. soy 
exports to Taiwan are 
crushed for oil and meal.

5. Germany 45 million bushels Companies such as ADM, 
Cargill and Bunge have 
the facilities and infra-
structure to move U.S. 
soybeans into Germany.

Source: U.S. Soybean Export Council

United Soybean Board (USB) Director Karen Fear (right), 
a soybean farmer from Montpelier, Ind., and a member 
of USB’s New Uses Committee, sinks into a couch made 
with soy foam for an interview with Greg Akagi, farm 
broadcaster with the Kansas Agriculture Network at last 
November’s NAFB Convention in Kansas City.



T he wheels on the bus still go 
round and round, but the one 

thing that has changed is what makes 
some of them go round – biodiesel 
fuel from U.S. soybean farmers. 

The clean-air benefits of biodiesel 
represent the driving force behind 
school bus biodiesel programs such 
as one in Medford Township in New 
Jersey, where biodiesel has been used 
for a decade.

“This biodiesel program was started 
because of the students,” said Joseph 
Biluck, director of operations and 

technology for the Medford Township 
Board of Education. “But that’s not 
the only benefit we are receiving from 
using biodiesel in our buses. We are 
helping with energy security and have 
experienced cost savings through 
reduced maintenance costs.”

State soybean checkoff boards 
have also implemented programs to 
encourage school bus fleets to make 
the switch. The Illinois Soybean 
Association participates in the Illinois 
Green Fleets Program, and the Ohio 
Soybean Council has the Clean Air for 

Kids Program to aid school fleets in 
using biodiesel. Learn more at  
www.illinoisgreenfleets.org and  
www.soyohio.org. 

 n any relationship, communication is 
key. Soybean checkoff farmer-leaders 

remember this when working to lessen trade 
barriers to biotech soybeans, especially in the 
European Union (EU). The most effective effort 
in breaking down biotech barriers has been the 
checkoff’s communication with government 
officials, media and agricultural associations  
in the EU. 

These communications include translating 
information about U.S. soybean production 
and truths about biotech soybeans into 
European languages. This information is 
shared during meetings with checkoff farmer-
leaders who travel to the EU to educate ag 
associations, the feed industry and government 
officials about the U.S. soybean industry and to 
dispel biotech myths.

Laura Foell, a checkoff farmer-leader from 
Schaller, Iowa, traveled to several countries 
for this purpose. She reports having up to 40 
government officials attend meetings and how 
much they appreciate the U.S. farmer input.

“We have to educate people about what 
we’re doing, how it can benefit them and meet 
the growing world demand,” says Foell.

These efforts have kept U.S. soybeans in 
the EU. In 2007, EU countries imported 
nearly 147 million bushels to fill the demand 
for protein and keep biodiesel in vehicles. 
In addition, these efforts have expedited the 
approval process for new soybean technologies.

The checkoff knows no boundaries and has 
even expanded efforts into Asia, Africa and 
Russia to correctly and effectively communicate 
the truths about the U.S. soy industry and 
biotech soybeans. 

By Laura Schafer
lschafer@unitedsoybean.org

By Keith Warden
kwarden@unitedsoybean.org

Success is in the numbers. Year after year, U.S. 
soybean farmers meet the demands of various  
end-use customers, which can lead to some pretty 
impressive numbers. Here are a few highlights: 

98 percent of that meal is used to feed animals that 
produce food such as poultry, pork and milk.

pounds of oil annually, and nearly 81 percent of the 
domestic soybean oil production is used in food 
preparation or processing.

exported, an all-time record.

By Chris Krull 
ckrull@unitedsoybean.org

 
Go Green
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By Abby Stutsman 
astutsman@unitedsoybean.org

The soybean 
checkoff helps 
expand U.S. soy 
export markets by 
helping soybeans 
improved through 
biotechnology 
receive wider 
acceptance.

CHECKOFF
Connection

Telling the Truth  
About Biotech

“We use a B20 blend with ultra-low-sulfur diesel (ULSD). Because ULSD is already 
winterized, we don’t make any modifications. Depending on cost, we’ve run biodiesel in 30 
trucks for more than 10 years without any gelling problems. My top priority is proper fuel 
tank maintenance. It’s important that all biodiesel users thoroughly clean tanks.”  
 ~ Bud Getz, Fleet Manager, Lohr Distributing Company – wholesale distributor  

of Anheuser-Busch products, St. Louis, Mo.

“We’ve used biodiesel in our school buses for 10 years. Since then, the quality of biodiesel has 
improved, especially with the development of ASTM and BQ-9000 standards. We’re cognizant 
of cold weather and prepare for extreme conditions in advance. I talk with our fuel supplier and 
adjust to a lower biodiesel blend in the winter. We typically run with B20. In cold weather, we 
switch to B10 or B5. We also add K1 (1 percent kerosene) to the blend.”  
 ~ Joseph Biluck, director of operations and technology for the  

Medford Township Board of Education, Medford, New Jersey

“I’ve used up to B20 in cold weather without any gelling in grain trucks and my tractors. 
When I fill the tanks, I add a cold-weather agent to prevent gelling. The anti-gelling 
agents run through the engines and filters, requiring no additional preparation. I carry the 
supplements in grain trucks, too. Before refueling, I add the supplement. In the seven years 
I’ve used biodiesel, I’ve never had a problem.”   
 ~ Chuck Myers, United Soybean Board vice chairman, former USB representative to 

National Biodiesel Board and a soybean farmer from Lyons, Neb.

F POST

HOW DO YOU PREPARE FOR WINTER BIODIESEL USE?

U.S. Soy Numbers Add Up      

Through their 
checkoff, farmers 
work to improve 
their bottom line 
and air quality 
by promoting 
biodiesel usage.CHECKOFF

Connection

Coming EventsComing Events

Meet with soybean checkoff 
farmer-leaders and learn 
more about checkoff 
activities at the following:

January 8, 2009 
Delaware Ag Week – 
Soybean Day 
Delaware

January 9, 2009  
Tri-State Soybean Forum
Oak Grove, La.

January 11-14, 2009
American Farm Bureau 
Federation Convention & 
Annual Meeting 
San Antonio, Texas

January 28-30, 2009 
International Poultry Expo
Atlanta, Ga.

February 1-4, 2009 
National Biodiesel 
Conference & Expo
San Francisco, Calif.

February 4-6, 2009 
Southern Farm Show
Raleigh, N.C.

February 11-14, 2009 
National Farm  
Machinery Show
Louisville, Ky.

February 26-28, 2009 
Commodity Classic 
Grapevine, Texas

Visit www.unitedsoybean.org for 
a full list of upcoming events. 

SOY BIODIESEL AS EASY AS A-B-C

A wet spring in the Midwest and drought in 
the Southeast caused a lot of late planting and 
replanting in 2008. Yet USDA says this year’s harvest 
will be the fourth-largest on record. This Illinois 
farmer planted these soybeans in late June, and 
they averaged nearly 60 bu./acre.



 hese days, the oil from 
soybeans can be used to make 

fuels such as biodiesel and several 
other bioproducts. But it’s no longer 
just soybean oil that’s used to create 
new technology. Protein from soybean 
meal is also being tested and used 
in plastics and adhesives as well as 
automotive parts. 
 Soybean meal is a great source of 
protein when eaten, but did you 
know it’s a great way to put together 

from Oregon State University, an 
adhesive made from soybean protein 

is already available from Columbia 
Forest Products. This adhesive is 
being used in plywood applications 
for construction. 
 With automakers such as Ford 
Motor Company and others using 
soybean-oil-based foam in new 
vehicles, it’s clear the automotive 
industry is on board with soy. Ford 
has increased its devotion to being 
“green” by now testing soy protein for 
use in molded automotive parts and 
fi berglass-reinforced parts.
 The use of soy protein in products 
goes well beyond just these products. 

Further research on plastics made from 
soybean meal holds the potential for 
soy protein inclusion in nearly any type 
of molded plastic application. 

By Chris Krull 
ckrull@unitedsoybean.org

SOYBEAN MEAL MAKES 
NEW TECHNOLOGY

Soy Protein: Beyond 
Food and Feed

8Beyond the Bean 

Compiled by Teresa Lee
tlee@unitedsoybean.org 

“We double-crop a large percentage of the soybeans in our state, so we like 
to invest in research and demonstration projects that give us feedback on new 
varieties and new products in both the full-season and double-crop environments. 
Off the farm, we are working with our state fair on a major exhibit that will feature 
sustainable uses of soy products.” 
 ~Jacob Parker, president, North Carolina Soybean Producers Association, Inc.

“Pennsylvania’s priorities and activities have been in the areas of biodiesel 
promotion and animal agriculture. We have also supported the Pennsylvania 
Friends of Ag in a mobile education lab to help teach our children the importance 
of agriculture and what role soybeans play. Like most states, we also have some 
emphasis on state research.”  
 ~John Yocum, chairman, Pennsylvania Soybean Board

“In Kansas we invest our checkoff funds in new uses research of soy polyols 
and soy adhesives, as well as promotion and marketing for biodiesel. Production 
research conducted at Kansas State University concentrates on aphids, stem borer, 
rust and the soybean genetic pool. In addition, we actively support our number one 
customer, animal agriculture, as well as agriculture education efforts in the state.”  
 ~Ron Ohlde, chairman, Kansas Soybean Commission

F POST

What is your state’s top soybean priority?

State and 
national checkoff 
organizations 
work to partner 
with industry and 
researchers to 
fi nd new uses for 
U.S. soybeans.

CHECKOFF
Connection



 According to Cynthia Flanigan, 

plastics technical expert, Ford Materials 

and Nanotech Technology Department, 

odor and fogging tests presented the 

greatest roadblocks as soy oil carried a 

heavy vegetable-oil scent. Researchers 

neutralized the odor by refining the  

soy polyol and tested it in focus groups. 

Regarding fogging, the product was 

reformulated to cut moisture issues.  

All in all, testing efforts paid off with  

a product similar to that of pure 

petroleum foam. 

Turning a Dream into Reality
After years of testing, reformulating and 

testing again, Ford was successful at 

engineering the first soy foam seating 

in a vehicle. The company is looking at 

ramping up efforts from the current 5 

percent inclusion to over 40 percent soy 

foam in Mustang seating. There’s also the 

possibility of expanding soy flexible foam 

to all vehicle lines. Plus, there’s industry 

talk that other automotive companies 

will be adopting this technology.  

 So what about the bottom line? 

According to Ford, one pound of 

soybean oil is used in the seating of each 

Mustang. Think of the potential if Ford 

and other automobile manufacturers 

were to ramp up efforts to 40 percent  

or 50 percent soy in the seating of  

their vehicles. Future opportunities  

for soy flexible foam in automobiles 

include dashboards, arm rests and  

sound deadening.

 What about other markets for soy 

plastics? Certifying products as “green” 

in the construction industry is a growing 

trend for many organizations. Soy-based 

plastics are becoming a large part of this 

movement as soy-based products like 

soy carpet backing and insulation are 

being developed by companies. 

 Partnerships with organizations  

like Ford continue to help soybean 

farmers positively impact our lives 

with similar-performing, crop-based 

alternatives to petroleum-based 

products, while promoting demand  

for U.S. soybeans.

(continued from page 5)
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The soy biodiesel industry is growing 
while at the same time sharp attention 
is being given to environmental and 
engine emissions. To meet this demand, 
all new 2007 diesel engines are 
required to be outfitted with devices 
designed to trap tiny particles before 
they are released into the environment, 
reducing engine emissions.

With these changes taking place, it 
is important that soy biodiesel works 
well in the new engines. To ensure 
this, the soybean checkoff has funded 
a project at the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratories (NREL) to test soy 
biodiesel’s performance.  
 
“The tests at NREL have yielded 
positive results,” says Steve Howell, 
technical director for the National 
Biodiesel Board. “We have proven that 
soy biodiesel performs similar to – or 
better than – the regular ultra-low-
sulfur diesel you buy at the pump.”

Now that biodiesel has passed its test 
with flying colors, there is no reason for 
people not to use soy biodiesel. With 
the added benefits it provides, such as 
better lubricity and lower emissions, 
this is a product that is sure to continue 
to fuel America’s future as well as the 
soybean farmer’s bottom line.

Soy Biodiesel  
Fuels Our Future

FIELDFORCE

By Chris Krull
ckrull@unitedsoybean.org



T hat smooth drive you enjoy 
this summer just might be 

thanks to soybeans. Roads around 
the country are being treated with 
a soy-based asphalt seal and road 
preservation agent. 
 BioSpan Technologies Inc.  
has created Replay, a sealant  
that is able to penetrate asphalt  
surfaces, restoring flexibility  
and helping to prevent new 
potholes and cracks. 
 “Replay is applied as a liquid 
and introduces new polymers to 
strengthen and restore pavement,” 
says Sheldon Chesky, president  

and CEO of BioSpan Technologies. 
“Its soy-based formulation 
penetrates 1 to 1! inches into 
pavement, creating a seal that 
repels moisture without changing 
skid resistance.”
 Replay is already being  
utilized in several state 
transportation departments. 
This product represents another 
way soy can be used to replace 
petroleum-based ingredients, 
reducing the need for foreign  
oil and benefiting soybean  
farmers with new demand  
for this versatile crop. 

 For more information about 
BioSpan Technologies, visit 
biospantech.com. 

By Chris Krull
ckrull@unitedsoybean.orgRIDE FRIENDLIER ROADS

Soy Asphalt Seals and Delivers
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Compiled by Sarah Rebholz
srebholz@unitedsoybean.org

We’ve never seen this much enthusiasm for the possibilities of using soy in so many 
ways in the United States – through the agriculture and consumer industries and also 
by health advocates. Soy is being used in industrial applications, on the food side, for 
animal feed and as a petroleum replacement. We’re in a golden era for soybeans.   
 ~  Mark Detweiler, USB and ASA director,  

Georgia Soybean Commission and Georgia Soybean Association board member

I’m excited about the biodiesel industry. It has such great potential, and we’re off to a 
great start with 2006 sales at an estimated 225 million gallons. We’ve got a good product 
that we can make, process and use here. By supplying a homegrown fuel, fewer dollars 
for fuel are going overseas. Farmers who currently have a facility in their own area are 
fortunate enough to be supplying that fuel for themselves. As farmers, we need to take 
this fuel seriously and use it in our own systems. 
 ~  Jim Domagalski, president,  

Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee and National Biodiesel Board director

I am excited to have great farmers who are doing a wonderful job producing our crop. 
We have such a bright future ahead of us, especially with the expansion of biofuels. 
While we have come a long way so far, we still need to continue working to develop 
even more markets for soybeans – both here and abroad – in order to utilize even  
more of our own product.   
 ~ Linda Smith, chairman, Virginia Soybean Board

F POST

Why are you excited to be a part of the 
soybean industry?

Your soybean 
checkoff provided 
funding for the 
development of 
soy-based asphalt 
seals and road 
preservation 
agents.

CHECKOFF
Connection
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A building near you may have 
a roof with a coat of soy. 

Using green building products 
is beginning to catch on with 
businesses across the United States.
 Environmental Liquid 
Membrane System (ELMS) is a 
line of roof coatings developed 
by Green Products, LLC. Roof- 
restoration products often contain 
a large amount of petroleum. 
ELMS utilizes domestically 
grown soybeans to create a roof 
coating that can replace and even 
outperform petroleum coatings. 

 Some of the benefits offered 
by this coating include low toxins 
and UV resistance, as well as stain, 
mildew and mold resistance.
 The coating is solar reflective, 
which reduces the amount of heat 
a roofing system absorbs, saving 
businesses money by lowering 
energy bills. Companies also save 
on maintenance costs because 
roof-based heating and cooling 
equipment are able to operate in a 
cooler environment.
 The many benefits of utilizing 
this product as a replacement for 
petroleum make this an excellent 

new use for U.S. soybeans with 
enormous market potential.
 To learn more about  
Green Products, LLC, visit  
www.greenproducts.net. 

By Chris Krull
ckrull@unitedsoybean.org

EARTH-FRIENDLY 
COATING SAVES BUDGETS

Rooftops Step Up to Soy

8Beyond the Bean 

Compiled by Sarah Rebholz
srebholz@unitedsoybean.org

Animal agriculture is important to Tennessee. Soybean meal has been the preferred 
animal protein source in livestock and poultry diets for years. In our state, a large 
portion of our soybean meal is consumed by poultry. As soybean farmers, we need  
to support and promote the expansion of livestock and poultry because it provides  
a great market for soybeans and the opportunity for us to help feed a hungry world.   
 ~Ken Moore, chairman, Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board

Biodiesel is an important market for Kentucky soybean farmers, especially with 
Owensboro Grain constructing a 50-million-gallon biodiesel plant in our state. Our state 
checkoff has worked to support them in their endeavor, putting the message out there in 
front of farmers, truckers and other biodiesel consumers. It will be a big change in our 
state to get a supplier that is close to help bring down the transportation costs. It will 
also help change our state’s total biodiesel usage, enabling more of our farmers to use 
biodiesel from our state’s own soybeans. 
 ~Randy Mann, chairman, Kentucky Soybean Board

Domestic and international markets for our soybeans go hand in hand. In Oklahoma, we 
export about a third of our soybean crop. Since we can’t use all of our soybeans here at 
home, it’s important for farmers in our state to help make sure our foreign markets are 
growing. We have to continue to raise soybean production for foreign markets and also 
make sure these markets know that we have a good product.   
 ~Ron Limon, chairman, Oklahoma Soybean Board

FENCEPOST

What markets are most important to you and 
soybean farmers in your state?

Your soybean 
checkoff helped 
provide initial 
funding for the 
research and 
development  
of soy-based  
roof coatings.

CHECKOFF
Connection



S ome of the carpet you  
walk on every day may  

have a backing that was grown  
in a soybean farmer’s field. The  
use of soy as a petroleum substitute 
in carpet backing is yet another 
innovative new use driving  
demand for soy. 
 Universal Textile Technologies 
(UTT) has been working on soy-
based carpet backing technology 
since 1999. BioCel is a soy-based 
carpet backing manufactured by 
UTT to withstand abuse in high-
traffic areas in places such as schools, 
churches and hotels. 

 Similar backing manufactured 
by UTT is being used for artificial 
turf installed anywhere from putting 
greens to sports stadiums all over 
the world. In the near future, you 
may even have the option of using 
this soy backing in your home. 
UTT hopes to launch a residential 

program in late 2007 or 2008.  

F ish have become a soybean 
farmer’s best friend. The 

fastest-growing food segment in the 
world is the aquaculture market. 
 Soy-based diets for select marine 
fish have been developed and are 
being demonstrated in several 
projects located in Asia. The Ocean 
Cage Aquaculture Technology 
(OCAT) project was created in 
2004 to design prototype offshore 
ocean cages for testing in China.  
A truncated pyramid design 
was selected, with single-point 
anchoring to allow the cages to float 
down-current and to automatically 
submerge with increasing storm-

generated wind and water currents. 
During typhoons, the top buoys 
are quickly disconnected, and the 
cage goes back one meter below 
the surface and then submerges 
with the increasing storm-generated 
wind and water currents. 
 As aquaculture’s future demand 
continues to grow with the 
population, the demand for 
seafood products won’t be met 
by the capture fisheries. Global, 
aquaculture continues to grow  
at an annual rate of 9 percent  
to 11 percent per year.  
 Research efforts are focused  
on identifying barriers to soy 

inclusion in the diets for marine 
fish such as salmon, pompano, 
amberjack, sea bass, sea bream  
and cobia, as well as increasing  
soy inclusion in marine shrimp 
diets. Overall, aquaculture will 
consume an estimated 8 to 10 
metric tons of soybean meal in  

the next 10 years.  

By Jennifer Anthony
janthony@unitedsoybean.org

By Chris Krull
ckrull@unitedsoybean.org

FROM YOUR FIELD  
TO THE FLOOR

WORLD AQUACULTURE 
CHOOSES MEAL

Carpet Uses  
Soy Backing

8Beyond the Bean 

Compiled by Karen Pfautsch
kpfautsch@unitedsoybean.org

The aquaculture 
efforts of the 
soybean checkoff 
are focused on 
a sustainable 
approach to  
fish production.  

CHECKOFF
Connection

The soybean checkoff 
is continuing to 
partner with industry 
leaders such as UTT 
to develop new uses 
for domestically 
grown soybeans.CHECKOFF

Connection

U.S. Soy Makes the Bait

I’m not going to plant any more or less corn this year, but the ethanol 
boom is causing some concern. Will there be enough corn in the area 
for the livestock feeders to be profitable? I feed nearly all the corn 
raised, so the price of corn affects me by way of “lost opportunity” 
and higher input costs. In southern Minnesota, farmers are bullish  
on corn, but I hope not so bullish they don’t market well.   
 ~ Rob Hanks, Chairman, Minnesota Soybean Research & 

Promotion Council

In my area in Nebraska, I’m not seeing the switch from soybean to 
corn acres, and there’s even a local farmer-owned ethanol plant. 
There may be a few people who switch some acres to wheat this 
year based on recent wheat prices, though. 
 ~ Bill Miller, President, Nebraska Soybean Association

The ethanol boom will have some effect on planting intentions, but 
this year on our farm, we will stick to a strong crop rotation because 
of the positive effect on yield. We don’t want to put all our eggs in one 
basket, especially with strong prices for both corn and soy right now.    
 ~Amy Sigg Davis, Chairman, Ohio Soybean Council 

FENCEPOST

Will Soybean Acres Stay  
Amid Ethanol Boom?

W ith the recent concern over trans fats, 
vegetable oils have come under scrutiny, but 

soybean oil still comes out ahead. In the most recent 
Consumer Attitudes on Nutrition Survey, conducted 
by the United Soybean Board, over 76 percent of 
consumers said they view soybean oil as healthy, 
second only to olive oil. On top of that, more than 
half of the people surveyed said they’d be more likely 
to buy a product if the food company reformulated it 
to be “trans-fat-free.” This opens up a market for soy 
oil derived from new varieties, such as low-linolenic 
soybeans, to meet these consumer demands. 

 It’s not just soy oil that consumers think is healthy. 
Soyfoods rank high on the list of healthy alternatives 
to higher-fat-content protein sources and as nutritious 
snacks or ingredients. According to the survey, more 
than 30 percent of Americans consume soyfoods or 
soy beverages at least once a month. Consumption of 
soy-based food products has seen a steady increase, 
which correlates with the increased awareness of soy 
as healthy. In 1998, 67 percent of people surveyed 
found soy to be healthy. As of 2006, that number  

has risen to 82 percent.  

 

CHECKOFF RESEARCH  
MAINTAINS FOCUS

By Mandy Heth
mheth@unitedsoybean.org

Soyfood and Oil Meet 
New Demand 

The latest figures from the National 
Biodiesel Board (NBB) show that 88 
biodiesel plants operating in the United 
States produced over 200 million 
gallons of biodiesel this year. Another 
65 plants are under construction, and 
these figures will grow as the industry 
matures. With a young industry rapidly 
expanding, it will be imperative that 
suppliers carry fuel from certified 
manufacturers – and soybean farmers 
will be responsible for protecting the 
future of the biodiesel industry by 
demanding a quality product.  

We’ve all heard horror stories of 
bad batches of biodiesel. Whether it 
came from a backyard brewery or an 
organized plant makes no difference. 
What matters is that the folks developing 
the product are using quality measures 
in their manufacturing process. 

The BQ-9000 certification program is 
the only national attempt to ensure all 
biodiesel manufactured in the United 
States meets superior quality standards. 
Accredited producers under this 
program produce biodiesel fuel to the 
ASTM D 6751 standard. The program 
ensures manufacturers will use a  
system for monitoring the quality of  
their product, including testing,  
storage and shipping. 

Major auto and farm equipment 
manufacturers such as DaimlerChrysler 
and New Holland are endorsing the 
use of biodiesel from BQ-9000-certified 
manufacturers.

Biodiesel Roll Call: 
Quality Assurance?

FIELDFORCE

By Chris Toebben
ctoebben@unitedsoybean.org
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F rom the Los Angeles Times to 
USA Today, nearly 90 percent 

of the nation’s daily newspapers 
use soy ink. For the last 20 years, 
traditional printing has been soy 
ink’s claim to fame due to its 
minimal environmental impact  
as well as its practicality – soy ink 
has a longer usage life, meaning 
more pages can be printed with 
less ink. Soy ink use is also  
picking up overseas, with Japan 
ranking as the second largest ink 
market after the United States. 
 Since 1987, the soybean 
checkoff has funded research  
into new soy ink applications.  

One such application developed  
by the Ohio Soybean Council 
(OSC) is the use of soy ink in  
toner cartridges for copy and  
fax machines. OSC is looking  
for a partner to commercialize  
the product.
 A SoySeal trademark has also 
been created for the thousands of 
publications that use soy ink in 
their material. These manufacturers 
and printers must meet certain 
requirements to be considered  
for logo use. View the trademark 
on page 3 of this issue of Beyond 
the Bean.  
 

Your soybean checkoff 
continues to fund the 
expansion of soy ink through 
innovative applications at 
home and abroad.

By Chris Krull
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PUBLISHING IN SOY 
SINCE 1987

Soy Ink Writes History

8Beyond the Bean 

Compiled by Karen Pfautsch
kpfautsch@unitedsoybean.org

CHECKOFF
Connection

What issues are hot?

Biodiesel, of course! Also, in Arkansas, we plant a lot of early beans because the  
late beans attract stinkbugs. Many farmers plant in early April and finish harvesting 
beans in early August. Our board funds stinkbug research, trying to prevent the green 
bean syndrome, when the beans never mature because of the stinkbugs. Rust is always 
an issue, too.   
 ~Thad Freeland, chairman, Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board

Biodiesel is the hot issue right now. We’re promoting biodiesel. Our military bases and 
municipalities are using biodiesel. Advanced planning is under way for a plant in Mount 
Olive. We’re also involved in soyfoods, investing in the World Initiative for Soy in Human 
Health (WISHH). We’re funding SCN and drought-tolerance research at N.C. State, and 
keeping our eyes out for rust. We’ve had rust late season the past two years. We’re just 
trying to keep our farmers aware of where it is and how to manage it. 
 ~James Fletcher, president, North Carolina Soybean Producers Association

The merging of our checkoff and grower’s association boards is our top issue now. 
A few years ago, our strategic plan showed that a joint board would make us more 
efficient. We meet under the same roof and hear the same thing at the same time. For 
example, the checkoff may have programs to work with biodiesel distributors, but then 
we realize we need a biodiesel tax incentive. Because we are now one board, we can 
switch hats right there and address the matter.   
 ~Mark Seib, president, Indiana Soybean Alliance
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